
Christmas Day 2018 
 

A holy day has dawned upon us.  For today a great light has come upon the earth.  God’s eternal Word, has 

come down from heaven to dwell among us.  The Son, who was with God from the beginning became flesh and 

was born a babe, full of grace and truth.  The true light which enlightens everyone has come into the world, 

announcing peace and bringing salvation.   
 

All over the world there is joyful celebration of God’s Son come to earth to free us from the darkness of sin and 

death.  God’s own life has come down from heaven to bring us the promise of happiness and life without end.  

Today we can all rejoice, young and old, saint and sinner: Jesus has come to save us all!  No one is excluded; 

today we all receive the offer of forgiveness and new life. 
 

The Son through whom the whole universe was created and who sustains all things in being was willing to be 

born a weak and helpless baby to help us in our weakness with God’s almighty power.  God loves you so much, 

each of you personally and individually, that he sent his only-begotten Son. The Lord would reveal himself, the 

prophet foretold, in the sight of all the nations. All the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. Jesus 

is God’s love for us in human form, so that we can see and hear and touch it.    
 

Jesus took on our human nature with its frailty and temptations to reunite us sinners to God and his love. He 

knows our hopes and fears, our tears and dreams because he became just like us in every way except sin.  He 

shared our human life with all its joys and struggles so that we could share his divine life.  The Son of God 

became human so that we humans can become sons and daughters of God. 
 

At Christmas we don’t just celebrate Jesus’ birth, we celebrate our own birth as well. To all who accept him, the 

gospel tells us, to those who believe in his name, Christ gave power to become children of God, born not by 

natural generation nor by human choice nor by man’s decision but of God. In baptism, God gives us new birth 

as his children, sharing his life and destined to live with him in unending bliss and heavenly glory, if only we 

stay united with him on earth. 
 

And so every year we celebrate this feast to remind ourselves that no matter what happens we don’t have to be 

afraid.  We have a cause for joy that is stronger than death itself: God has loved us and given us a whole new 

life as his children, called to imitate his love and goodness.  He has empowered us to work with him to heal the 

wounds of sin and division, to use His grace and blessings to fill our world with the peace and joy the angels 

announced on that first Christmas. 
 

We celebrate this feast in order to remind ourselves of our new identity in Christ, and to strengthen one another 

never to go back to the darkness of sin now that Jesus has come and filled us with God’s life, but always live in 

the light of this holy day, in the goodness and mercy that has come to us in Jesus.  Let’s never go back to 

selfishness and greed, but live always in the Christmas spirit of generosity and caring, of love and self-giving. 
 

And to help us do that God renews for us now the miracle of Christmas. At the message of an angel the virgin 

Mary offered herself to God and by the power of the Holy Spirit the Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us.  In just a few moments we will offer God our bread and wine and, by the power of the same Holy 

Spirit, Christ our Lord will transform them into his body and blood, taking flesh upon the altar.  
 

Like Mary we will hold in our hands and receive into ourselves the very Son of God: no longer a helpless baby 

but now the almighty Lord and Savior, who has taken his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high. He 

comes to dwell with us always and to remind us that by his birth he has given us rebirth as God’s beloved sons 

and daughters. 
 

As we offer this Christ-mass together, let’s pray that we never forget the gift of God’s love which we celebrate 

and receive today.  Let us offer him the gift he most wants in return: that we should give ourselves to him in 

love as generously and completely as he has given himself to us.  If we do, then the joy and peace of Christmas 

will fill our hearts and our lives each and every day of the year. 



 

 


