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It has to stop!  Catholic clergy, bishops, even cardinals living in sin and covering up for those who 

abuse  the young and other people in their care.  It’s gotta STOP!  In 2002 the U.S. bishops assured us 

that was all a thing of the past, they had learned from their mistakes of covering up scandalous and 

criminal behavior, those priests were removed and it would never happen again.  That was 16 years ago 

and now we learn that during this time there were bishops and cardinals themselves involved in 

abusing their positions of trust, and others knew and kept it hidden.  

 

Does this shock you? our Lord asks in the gospel today. You bet it shocks me, and it makes me angry.  

Don’t misunderstand me.  I’m not shocked that there is evil in the church, even at the highest levels. 

Among the apostles themselves, Judas was a complete traitor; Peter the first pope denied him 3 times, 

and all but John abandoned him in his moment of need. And I’m a priest and I know that sadly I’m 

often a sinner.  But like Peter, I’m ashamed of my sins and striving “to do penance and amend my life.” 

 

I’m shocked and mostly angry, that after all the pain of the past victims revealed when all this first 

came to light, despite all the promises and policies and public statements, this could still go on and no 

one among the hierarchy who knew about it, called it out.  Young men, even in seminaries, preyed 

upon by priests and bishops and no church leader took effective action to stop it until it hits the 

papers?!   

 

As a priest, I’m ashamed that bishops who are he highest authority in our Church haven’t been 

effective in bringing abusers of youth to justice and removing from office any  priest or prelate who 

refuses to repent of repeated sexual sin. After all the suffering and scandal, why don’t we have an 

effective way to make bishops and all in positions of responsibility accountable for their own acts or 

failure to act if they know of harm done to others by those they govern.   

 

After hearing today’s readings, I’d like to see some modern day Joshua (whose name is the same as 

Jesus’ in Hebrew) stand up at the bishop’s meeting and say: “If it doesn’t please you to serve the Lord, 

decide today whom you will serve. As for me and my house, those under my authority, we will serve the 

Lord.  He has shown us God’s beautiful plan for both marriage and the priesthood in Christ. He 

sacrificed himself for his bride the Church, to sanctify her, cleansing her with the word of God, that the 

Church might be holy and without blemish.  

 

“As bishops this is our job: to give up our lives in love for the Church, to cleanse and sanctify her so 

that the Church might be holy and without blemish. If you can’t or won’t put a stop to ongoing sexual 

sin among the clergy it’s time to step down. Those who have abused the young and vulnerable must be 

punished.  Those who knew and kept quiet must be held accountable. We owe it to the victims who 

have been robbed of their innocence. We owe it to the multitude of faithful Catholics who have 

sacrificed a lifetime to build our Church. 

 

“As hard as it is to have these shameful things aired publicly, the press and public officials who 

investigate and bring these things to light are doing a real service to God and his Church. By bringing 

them into the open we have a chance to cut this poisonous cancer of continued clerical sin out of the 

body of Christ and begin real healing. Otherwise the Lord himself speaks against us:  

 

 

 



 

 

“Woe to the shepherds who have been pasturing themselves! Should not shepherds, rather, pasture 

sheep? You have fed off their milk, worn their wool, and slaughtered the fatlings, but the sheep you 

have not pastured. You did not strengthen the weak nor heal the sick nor bind up the injured. You did 

not bring back the strayed nor seek the lost.    . . . 

 

“As I live, says the Lord GOD, because my sheep have been given over to pillage, because my 

shepherds did not look after them: Thus says the Lord GOD: I swear I am coming against these 

shepherds. I will claim my sheep from them and put a stop to their shepherding my sheep so that they 

may no longer pasture themselves. I will save my sheep,  that they may no longer be food for their 

mouths.  For thus says the Lord GOD:  I myself will look after and tend my sheep.” 

 

As a pastor myself, and aware of my own weakness and failings, I know that warning applies also to 

me if I don’t do all in my power to eliminate sin from my life and do my best to support and care for all 

of you whom Christ has entrusted to my care.  But harsh as they may seem I know that all of the Lord’s 

words, are words of love and spoken to show us the way to life and goodness. Married or celibate, God 

says to us through the words of St. Paul today: Live in love as Christ loved us  

 

Striving always to subordinate what I want to the good of those I’ve promised to love is very difficult.  

But Jesus tells us as he told his first disciples, “It’s the spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no avail.”  In 

other words, we can’t do it on our own, but only with the help of God’s Spirit.  And it’s Jesus’ words 

which bring us that help.  The words I have spoken to you, Jesus says, are Spirit and life. 

 

This scandal and the colossal failure of so many of our Church leaders to put a stop to it has led many 

to leave the Catholic Church. I can’t help but think that Jesus wants to asks all of us who are still here 

today what he asked the apostles in the gospel, Do you also want to leave? I pray that he will give all of 

us the grace to say with Peter, Master to whom could we go? Only you have the words of eternal life. 

We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.     

 

If we’re convinced that only he has the words that lead to true life and happiness, then we’ll listen to 

those words and strive to live by them, despite our weaknesses and the failures of others in our Church.  

We’ll ask him to send His Spirit to bring us and our leaders wisdom and strength beyond what we have 

from the flesh, our ordinary human nature.  Yes, if we decide with Joshua, “As for me and my 

household, we'll serve the Lord,” he will help each of us, in our own particular vocation,  to do our part 

in restoring the holiness of the Church, by helping us to live in love as Christ loved us  –  and that is the 

key, for each of us and all of us,  to every good thing.   

 

 

 


